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ancient Rome, his final subjugation of the Dacian
people. From every part of the Roman world con-
gratulations were showered upon the victor, and
nearly three centuries later the two Dacian expedi-
tions of Trajan, occupying only five years together,
constituted his chief claim to apotheosis. To this
day, Roumania bears abundant marks of his presence.
Walls, plains, and meadows are called by his name,
and the modern Roumanians, proud of their Roman
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origin, may say in the language of ' Childe Harold/
" Still we Trajan's name adore."

But the most striking memorial of his Dacian con-
quest is to be seen at Rome. Trajan's Column is an
epitome in marble of his two campaigns against
Decebalus, and forms a priceless commentary upon
the early history of Roumania. From it we learn,
more vividly than from any printed page, the chief